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FOR  THE 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  OF  THE 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS, 

For  the  Year  Ended  December  29TH,  1900. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Stalybridge,  being  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  for  the  said  Borough. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Report,  which  I 
commence  with  the  usual  formal  record  ot  the  Births  and  Deaths 
for  the  last  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  ended  December  29th,  1900,  the  number  of 
Births  registered  in  the  Borough  was  694 ;  of  these  365  were  males 
and  829  females.  The  Deaths  registered  during  the  same  period 
numbered  645  ;  of  these  336  were  males  and  309  females.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  year  w'as  24-1,  and  the  death  rate  22-4  per  1,000 
persons  living. 

Ninety-eight  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases,  which  give  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  3'4  per  1,000 
persons  living  for  the  past  twelve  months. 

The  death  rate  from  Phthisis  is  1'6  per  1,000  persons  living. 
The  death  rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  is  4’6  per 
1,000  persons  living.  The  death  rate  from  infant  mortality  is  6.1 
per  1,000  persons  living. 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  four  wards,  and  the  following  was 
the  death  rate  in  each  ward,  viz. : — 


Lancashire  Ward .  20-8 

Stayley  Ward  .  18-9 

Dukinfield  Ward  . .  23-8 

Millbrook  Ward  .  13-3 
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Fifty  deaths  occurred  iu  the  Workhouse,  Ashton-under-Lyne 
of  persons  removed  there  from  the  Borough,  fourteen  deaths 
in  the  Infirmary,  two  deaths  in  the  Borough  Hospital,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  one  death  at  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital,  and  four  deaths  at 
Oldham  Infectious  Hospital,  which  I  have  included  in  my  general 
death  rate 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  births 
registered  for  the  year  are  253,  and  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years,  1891  to  1900  is  206. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  births  registered  in  the  different  wards  for  the  year  1900  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : — 


Lancashire  Ward  .  273 

Stayley  Ward  .  211 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  288 

Millbrook  Ward .  214 


The  population  of  the  Borough  is  based  on  the  census  taken  in 
1891,  with  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths  added  to  it,  and  brought 
down  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  population  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 


Lancashire  Ward  .  6345 

Stayley  Ward  .  10746 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  8390 

Millbrook  Ward .  3209 


Total .  28690 


I  now  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  Sanitary  work  of  the 
Borough  during  the  past  year,  viz. : — 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

In  July,  1891,  the  Council  at  their  meeting  adopted  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification^  Act,  1889,  and  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  The  working  of  the  Infectious 
Disease  Compulsory  Notification  Act  has  given  serviceable  direction 
to  much  of  the  work  of  general  inspection  of  the  Borough.  All 
premises  specified  in  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  at  once 
visited  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  many  minor 
sanitary  defects  are  thus  discovered  and  remedied. 

A  few  facts  relating  to  these  diseases  are  now  appended. 

Small  Pox— I  regret  to  have  to  report  20  cases  of  Small  Pox, 
fiv'e  of  which  died,  and  now  give  copy  of  my  official  report,  viz. : — 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stalybridge 
Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

Dr.  Lishman  called  on  me  on  April  20th,  1900,  about  8-0  p.m.,  and 
informed  me  lie  had  been  called  to  a  case  of  Small-Pox,  at  13  Harrop  Street. 

I  went  with  him  to  see  the  patient,  who  was  at  once  removed  to  Hyde 
Infectious  Hospital,  where  he  died  the  following  morning  from  Apoplexy. 

The  history  of  this  case  is  as  follows  : — Frank  Ambler,  who  had  been 
in  Russia  erecting  machinery  for  a  large  firm  here,  left  Moscow  on  April 
17th  suffering  from  Hoemorrhagic  Confluent  Small-Pox  (rash  out  when  he 
left),’ and  journeyed  as  follows— Moscow,  April  17th,  5-45  p.m. ;  Warsaw, 
April  18th,  10-0  p.m. ;  Berlin,  April  19th,  12-0  noon  ;  Flushing,  April  19th, 
12-0  mid-night ;  England  (Queenborough),  April  20th,  6-0  a.m.  ;  London, 
April  20th,  8-0  a.m.  ;  Manchester,  April  20th,  3-0  p.m.  ;  Stalybridge,  April 
20th  3-45  p.m.,  and  arrived  at  his  home,  Stalybridge,  a  little  after  4-0  p.m. 
A  Doctor  was  called  in,  who  at  once  saw  him,  with  me,  and  the  same 
evening  Ambler  was  removed  to  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital. 

Of  course  everything  was  done  to  prevent  it  spreading,  including 
Re- Vaccination  of  all  persons  in  Ambler’s  house,  and  no  second  case 
occurred  at  Ambler's  house,  proving  the  efficacy  of  prompt  Re- Vac¬ 
cination. 

The  2nd  case  occurred  on  May  5th,  in  a  Man  who  had  met  Ambler  in 
Manchester,  and  travelled  with  him  to  Stalybridge,  and  though  I  Re-Vac¬ 
cinated  him,  he  got  it  in  a  modified  form.  He  was  removed  to  Chadderton 
Hospital,  and  everything  was  again  done  to  prevent  it  spreading,  including 
Re- Vaccination  of  all  the  inmates  (seven  in  number),  and  no  second  case 
occurred,  proving  again  the  efficacy  of  prompt  Re- Vaccination. 


The  3rd  case  occurred  on  May  7th,  and  was  removed  to  Chadderton 
Hospital,  again  all  the  inmates  (six  in  number)  were  promptly  Re- Vac¬ 
cinated,  and  no  second  case  occurred  here. 


The  4th  case  occurred  on  May  20th,  and  was  removed  to  Oldham 
Hospital.  Again  all  the  inmates  (nine  in  number)  were  promptly  Re- 
Vaccinated,  and  no  second  case  occurred. 

The  5th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  and  19th  cases  occurred 
from  May  23rd  to  June  7th,  and  they  were  all  removed  to  Oldham.  These 
cases  occurred  in  one  block  of  property  f  and  were  caused  by  a  woman  (who 
caught  the  infection  from  Ambler),  who  worked  in  a  cotton  waste  ware¬ 
house  for  two  weeks  and  three  days,  suffering  from  Small-Pox,  before  it  was 
notified  to  me  she  had  the  disease. 
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The  6th  case  was  a  woman  who  worked  at  the  cotton  waste  warehouse, 
and  took  it  from  the  woman  mentioned  before.  All  the  inmates  (seven  in 
number)  were  promptly  Re-Vaccinated,  and  no  second  case  occurred. 

The  ioth  case  was  a  child,  four  months  old,  un vaccinated.  It  was  at 
once  removed  to  Oldham,  and  all  the  inmates  promptly  Re- Vaccinated, 
and  no  second  case  occurred. 

The  nth  case  was  a  woman  who  caught  it  from  her  husband,  who  had 
Small-Pox  unknown  to  me,  and  was  not  attended  by  a  Doctor.  All  the  in¬ 
mates  were  Re-Vaccinated,  and  no  more  cases  occurred. 

The  12th  case  was  the  Assistant  Relieving  Officer,  who  caught  it  from  a 
woman  (unknown  to  me)  who  had  Small-Pox,  applying  for  relief  at  ihe 
Relieving  Office.  All  the  inmates  were  Re- Vaccinated,  and  no  second 
case  occurred. 

The  13th  case  was  a  boy,  aged  nine,  unvaccinated,  and  he  died.  All  the 
Inmates  were  Re-Vaccinated,  and  no  second  case  occurred. 

The  18th  case  was  sister  to  the  woman  mentioned  before  (who  worked 
whilst  suffering  from  Small-Pox).  All  the  inmates  were  Re- Vaccinated, 
and  no  second  case  arose. 

The  20th  case,  which  occurred  June  23rd,  1900,  was  a  child,  three  years 
old,  unvaccinated,  and  it  died.  All  the  inmates  were  Re-Vaccinated, 
and  no  second  case  occurred. 

Out  of  the  above  20  cases,  5  deaths  occurred,  viz  : — Ambler,  the  first 
case,  but  whether  he  was  Vaccinated  or  not  is  not  known ;  the  other  four 
deaths  were  unvaccinated  children,  aged  four  months,  three  years,  nine 
years,  and  eleven  years  of  age. 

The  evidence  of  the  above  cases  shows  most  positively  that  when  Re- 
Vaccination  could  be  promptly  carried  out,  we  never  had  a  second 
case  in  the  same  house,  which  proves  conclusively  that  there  is  only  one 

remedy  for  stamping  out  Small-Pox,  and  that  is  Vaccination 
and  Re-Vaccination. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  outbreak  of  Small-Pox,  our  Sanitary 
Committee  met  and  appointed  a  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  the  Chairman 
(Alderman  Simpson,  the  Mayor),  the  Vice-Chairman  (Dr.  Hancock), 
and  Councillors  Howe,  Heys,  and  Hopwood,  to  act  and  advise  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done  in  all  cases  of 
emergency. 

The  Sub-Committee  met,  and  ordered  the  following  handbill  to  be 
placed  in  every  house  in  the  Borough,  viz. : — 
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PUBLIC  NOTICE. 


Smallpox 


Any  Person  who  - 

(1)  While  suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder 
wilfully  exposes  himself  without  proper  precautions  against 
spreading  the  said  disorder  in  any  street,  public  place,  shop, 
inn,  or  public  conveyance,  or  enters  any  public  conveyance, 
without  previously  notifying  to  the  owner,  conductor,  or 
driver  thereof  that  he  is  so  suffering  ;  or 
■  2)  Being  in  charge  of  any  person  so  suffering,  so  exposes  such 

sufferer  ;  or 

(31  Gives,  lends,  sells,  transmits,  or  exposes,  without  previous 
disinfection,  any  bedding,  clothing,  rags,  or  other  things 
which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  from  any  such  disorder 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 

FIVE  POUNDS. 

—This  disease  is  chiefly  spread  by 

NEIGHBOURING! 

and  all  persons  are  hereby 


against  this  practice. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  particularly  request  that  all  persons 
suffering  from  Small-Pox  be  kept  indoors  and  warm,  as  cold  w  the 
chief  cause  of  death  from  this  disease.  When  Small-Pox  exists  in 
any  house,  children  in  such  house  are  prohibited  from  attending 

school. 
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Vaccination  and  Re-Vaccination  are  the  only  safe-guards 
against  taking  the  disease. 

The  Statistics  of  the  last  Sheffield  Epidemic  of  Small-Pox 
prove  this  fact  beyond  doubt. 

Out  of  20,000  persons  who  had  been  Re-Vaccinated,  no 
deaths  occurred. 

Out  of  15,000  persons  who  had  not  been  Vaccinated,  97 
deaths  occurred,  or  64  deaths  per  10,000  inhabitants. 

In  other  words,  there  were  ten  times  as  many  deaths 
amongst  those  who  had  not  been  Vaccinated,  as  amongst  the 
Vaccinated,  while  those  who  had  been  Re- Vaccinated  were  free 
from  deaths. 

Dr.  R.  Thorns  Thorne,  late  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Whitehall,  London,  says  in  his  official 
circular,  dated  August  26th,  1892 — “  Where  Small-Pox  is  the 
prevailing  disease,  it  is  essential  that  all  un-vaccinated  persons 
(unless  they  previously  have  had  the  Small-Pox)  should  very 
promptly  be  vaccinated  ;  and  that  re-vaccination  should  be  per¬ 
formed  in  cases  properly  requiring  it.” 

The  Sanitary  Committee  are  anxious  that  all  persons 
within  the  Borough  should  he  Re-Vaccinated,  and  to 
facilitate  this  course  being  taken,  they  have  made 
arrangements  whereby  any  person  can  be  Re-Vaccinated 
from  Calf  Lymph,  free  of  Charge,  on  applying  to  any 
of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  Stalybridge. 

By  Order  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 

F.  J.  Roberts=Dudley, 

Town  Hall,  Stalybridge, 

May  31st,  1900. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Borough  of  Stalybridge. 
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In  response  to  the  paragraph  about  Re-Vaccination,  some  500  persons 
were  Re-Vaccinated  by  the  Medical  Men  of  the  Borough. 


Accompanying  Ambler  from  Russia  were  two  men,  one  from  Bolton, 
and  one  from  Salford,  and  travelling  with  Ambler  from  London  were  men 
from  Oldham,  Carlisle,  and  Halifax,  and  all  these  persons  took  Small-Pox. 
On  April  21st  I  telephoned  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Bolton, 
Oldham,  and  Manchester,  giving  them  the  information  about  Small-Pox, 
and  they  found  the  men  and  watched  them  until  they  got  Small-Pox,  when 
they  were  removed  to  Hospital,  but  it  was  some  time  afterwards  that  I 
heard  of  the  Carlisle,  Salford,  and  Halifax  cases. 

In  all  our  cases  the  patients  were  at  once  removed  to  an  Infectious 
Hospital,  the  beds,  &c.,  were  burnt,  the  houses  fumigated  with  Sulphurous 
Acid  Fumes,  all  the  inmates  Re- Vaccinated,  and  I  visited  the  houses  for 
about  16  days  to  see  if  any  more  cases  arose. 

I  sent  all  the  facts  of  Ambler's  journey  (from  Russia  to  Stalybridge)  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  promised  to  make  full  enquiries 
about  the  case,  and  informed  me  they  were  in  communication  with  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  of  London,  and  the  Board  of  Customs  ;  I  urged  them  to 
take  steps  to  prevent  a  similar  importation  of  Small-Pox. 

I  also  sent  a  full  account  of  Ambler’s  journey  to  Dr.  Vacher,  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cheshire,  and  he  forwarded  it  to  the  Cheshire 
County  Council,  who  at  their  quarterly  meeting  suspended  their  standing 
prders,  in  order  to  read  my  letter  to  the  meeting,  and  they  afterwards  passed 
a  resolution  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  should  take  effective  measures  for  preventing  the  movement  into 
England  from  Foreign  Countries,  of  persons  suffering  from  Small-Pox  or 
other  Infectious  Disease. 

I  also  went  with  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Simpson)  to  see  T.  H. 
Sideeottom,  Esq.,  M.P.,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  following  deputation  waited  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  July  nth,  1900,  viz. : — 

The  Mayor  of  Stalybridge  (Alderman  Simpson)  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr. 
John  Miller),  the  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  F.  J.  Roberts-Dudley),  Mr. 
Councillor  Huddart  (Chairman  of  the  Salford  Health  Committee),  Mr. 
Alderman  Rutter  (Chairman  of  the  Bolton  Sanitary  Committee),  Mr. 
Alderman  Hanson  (Chairman  of  the  Oldham  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the 
Mayor  and  other  representatives  of  Halifax.  The  deputation  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P.,  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Sidebottom,  M.P. 
Mr.  F.  Platt-Higgins,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Sidebotham,  M.P.,  were  also 
present. 

The  Mayor  of  Stalybridge,  in  opening  the  interview,  said  : — In  the 
representations  I  have  to  make  to  you,  sir,  to-day,  and  through  you  to  the 
Government  of  this  country,  I  am  supported  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Stalybridge.  I  have  also  the  honour  of  being  accompanied 
and  supported  by  representatives  of  the  Councils  of  the  important  Boroughs 
of  Salford,  Oldham,  Bolton,  and  Halifax.  Our  business  is  to  lay  before  you 
the  disastrous  and  widespread  results  arising  from  the  introduction  of  a 
single  case  of  Small-Pox  into  this  country,  and  to  respectfully  urge  you  to 
use  your  influence  with  the  Government  and  Parliament  to  bring  about  such 
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a  change  in  the  quarantine  laws  as  will  make  its  repetition  impossible.  A 
comprehensive  history  of  this  case  has  already  been  laid  before  your  depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Stalybridge  (Dr.  F.  J.  Roberts- 
Dudley).  I  therefore  assume  that  you  are,  to  some  extent,  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  this  case.  I  therefoie  pass  over  the  journey  of  Frank 
Ambler  from  Russia  to  Queenborough,  but  would  point  out  that  the 
following  cases  arose  directly  from  contact  with  Ambler  in  his  journey  from 
Queenborough  to  Stalybridge: — No.  i,  Machine  Fitter,  Salford  (Queen- 
borough  to  London) ;  No.  2,  Commercial  Traveller,  Halifax  (Derby  to 
Manchester);  No.  3,  Machine  Fitter,  Oldham  (London  to  Manchester); 
No.  4,  Machine  Fitter,  Bolton  (Queenborough  to  Manchester);  No.  5, 
Commercial  Traveller,  Carlisle  (London  to  Manchester) ;  No.  6,  Bennett, 
Stalybridge  (Manchester  to  Stalybridge) ;  Nos.  7  and  8,  two  Ticket  Collectors 
at  Victoria  Station,  Manchester.  As  far  as  we  know,  every  passenger  who 
occupied  the  compartment  in  which  he  travelled  from  London  to  Manchester 
contracted  the  disease.  We  have  thus  before  the  intervention  of  any 
Sanitary  Authority,  and  before  any  Doctor  came  on  the  scene,  eight  centres 
of  infection  arising  from  this  one  case,  and  distributed  over  various  parts  of 
England,  causing  suffering  and  death  to  individuals,  and  no  end  of  care  and 
anxiety  and  worry  to  those  in  authority  in  the  various  towns  and  districts 
where  the  infection  was  carried.  I  say  nothing  of  the  cost,  although  the 
cost  to  my  own  Borough  has  already  been  considerable.  I  am  glad  to  say 
in  the  efforts  my  own  Council  put  forth  to  stamp  out  the  disease  they  did 
not  stop  to  count  the  cost.  In  Stalybridge  we  have  already  had  20  cases  and 
5  deaths,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  25  per  cent.  Four  of  the  20  cases  were 
unvaccinated  children,  and  the  whole  of  these  are  dead.  The  other  death 
was  that  of  Ambler,  and  we  have  no  definite  information  whether  he  was 
vaccinated  or  not.  The  remaining  15  cases  were  all  vaccinated,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  every  one  of  them  has  recovered.  As  Small-Pox  is  not  at  present 
subject  to  our  quarantine  laws,  we  first  of  all,  ask  you  to  use  your  influence 
to  get  the  disease  Small-Pox  added  to  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  and  Plague, 
so  that  any  Port  Sanitary  Authority  would  have  the  same  po~wer  of 
intercepting  a  case  of  Small-Pox  as  they  have  of  intercepting 
and  dealing  with  the  three  diseases  last  named.  We  would,  in  the 
second  place,  ask  you  to  use  your  influence  to  bring  about  such  a  change  as 
would  make  it  impossible  for  any  case  of  infection  enumerated  in  the 
quarantine  laws  to  get  through  Queenborough  or  any  such  port,  for  it 
appears  to  us  that  if  Ambler  had  been  suffering  from  plague,  the  powers 
that  are  in  existence  would  not  have  been  put  into  force,  as  there  was  no  one 
at  Queenborough  to  detect  or  arrest  even  a  case  of  plague.  Drastic 
measures  have  recently  been  taken  by  Parliament  for  the  extermination  of 
Hydrophobia,  and  apparently  with  every  hope  of  success.  Is  it  not  possible 
by  adopting  suitable  measures  to  exterminate  Small-Pox  ?  This  disease  is 
now  said  to  be  indigenous  to  England,  but  as  far  as  my  informafion  goes,  it 
was  not  always  so.  It  is  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  stamp  out  the 
indigenous  article.  We  call  upon  the  central  authority  to  prevent  the 
re-introduction  of  the  foreign  one.  In  our  cities  and  towns,  and  even  in  our 
District  Councils,  the  most  drastic  measures  known  are  now  enforced  to  this 
end,  and  we  ask,  nay,  we  implore,  Parliament  to  give  us  every  possible 
assistance  to  prevent  fresh  importations  of  this  dreaded  disease.  If  you, 
sir,  can  induce  Parliament  to  act  upon  our  suggestions,  we  shall  feel  that 
our  present  visitation  of  Small-Pox  has  not  been  altogether  an  unmixed 
evil. 


Councillor  Huddart,  of  Salford,  Alderman  Rutter,  of  Bolton, 
Alderman  Hanson,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  Oldham, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Halifax  all  spoke  strongly  in  support  of  these  sugges- 
tipns. 
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Mr.  Russell,  replying  to  the  deputation,  stated  that  inquiry  into  the 
case  at  Queenborough  was  not  yet  completed.  He,  however,  quite 
recognised  the  seriousness  of  the  position,  and  was  desirious  of  doing  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it.  He  could  not,  however,  hold 
out  any  hope  that  the  Local  Government  Board  would  acquiesce  in  the 
request  of  the  deputation  in  so  far  as  it  referred  to  the  addition  of  Small- 
Pox  to  Cholera,  &c.,  Order  of  1896.  He  pointed  out  that  the  diseases 
there  specified — “Cholera,  Plague,  and  Yellow  Fever” — were  essentially 
different  from  Small-Pox,  in  that  they  were  not  indigenous,  and  were  likely  to 
be  introduced  only  from  well  defined  places.  The  travelling  public  would, 
he  thought,  never  allow  themselves  to  be  inconvenienced  to  the  extent  which 
would  be  necessary  were  Small-Pox  to  be  added  to  the  Order  mentioned, 
and  all  its  conditions  effectnally  carried  out. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Sidebottom  thanked  Mr.  Russell  for  his  reception  of  the 
deputation,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  some  practical  good  would  result. 


We  still  await  a  reply  from  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  the  steps 
that  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  importation  of  Small-Pox  into  our  Borough 
under  similar  circumstances. 


F.  J. 


Enville  House,  Stalybridge, 

July  16th,  1900. 


ROBERTS-DUDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Borough  of  Stalybridge. 


On  August  12th,  1900,  the  Town  Clerk  received  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  copies  of  two  letters,  one  from  the  Board 
of  Customs,  and  one  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Port  Sanitary  of  London, 
which  includes  Queenborough,  and  the  latter  says  : — 

"  The  existing  arrangements  at  Queenborough  are,  briefly,  as  follows  : 

“  1st.  The  Customs  Officer  in  every  case  6ees  the  Master  of  the  vessel, 
and  asks  the  usual  health  questions,  viz.,  'If  all  are  well  on  board?’  and 
'If  any  sickness  has  occurred  during  the  voyage?’  before  anyone  is  allowed 
to  land. 

“2nd.  General  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Customs  over  the 
passengers  as  they  leave  the  vessel. 

“3rd.  In  the  event  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease,  or  suspected 
infectious  disease,  being  discovered,  the  Customs  Officer  telegraphs  to  the 
Port  Sanitary  Medical  Officer,  stationed  at  Sheerness,  who  decides  as  to 
what  action  shall  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

“These  arrangements  have  wbrked  well  in  the  past,  and  the  Committee 
think  that  if  they  are  strictly  carried  out  no  danger  of  infectious  cases 
escaping  detection  need  be  reasonably  apprehended.” 

I  can  only  add  that  this  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  termination  to  the 
inquiry  as  to  why  Frank  Ambler,  suffering  from  Small-Pox,  was  allowed  on 
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April  ioth,  1900,  to  leave  the  vessel  at  the  Port  of  Queenborough,  and  I  am 
sure  the  existing  arrangements  mentioned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
of  London  could  net  have  been  carried  out,  otherwise  Frank  Ambler  would 
have  been  detained  to  be  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  Sheerness,  as 
anyone  with  ordinary  common  sense  must  have  seen  that  Frank  Ambler 
was  suffering  from  something  very  serious,  if  they  could  not  detect  Small- 
Pox. 

In  September  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Simpson)  received  from  one  of 
Mr.  Russell’s  Private  Secretaries  copy  of  Circular  issued  by  the  Custom 
House,  London,  to  all  District  Ports,  viz. : — 

"HEALTH  REQUIREMENTS." 

"  Having  regard  to  the  very  serious  loss  of  life  which  resulted  from  the 
recent  landing  of  a  Small-Pox  patient  at  an  English  Port  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  local  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Commissioners  of  Customs, 
in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  hereby 
enjoin  upon  all  Custom  Officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  put  the  usual  health 
questions  to  the  Masters  of  incoming  vessels,  and  who  may  not  be  accom¬ 
panied  at  the  time  by  a  Medical  Officer,  to  use  all  practicable  care  in 
observing  any  passenger  or  member  of  the  ship’s  company  on  board  who 
may  appear  to  be  suffering  from  any  illness  which  cannot  be  accounted  for 
by  sea  sickness,  and  to  send  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  such  case,  even 
though  not  reported  by  the  Master,  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Medical  Officer. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  GATLEY." 

I  can  only  add  that  had  the  above  instructions  been  carried  out,  the 
late  Frank  Ambler  would  never  have  been  allowed  to  come  to  Stalybridge 
suffering  as  he  was  from  Small-Pox,  and  possibly  his  own  and  many  other 
lives  would  have  been  saved,  to  say  nothing  of  the  anxiety,  trouble  and 
expense  that  was  caused  in  the  Borough  of  Stalybridge  by  this  neglect. 


Scarlet  Fever  -Seventy-five  cases  were  notified,  and  one 
death  occurred. 

Diphtheria — One  case  was  notified  and  no  death  occurred. 

Membraneous  Croup — One  case  was  notified  and  one  death 
occurred. 

Whooping  Cough— Though  not  included  in  the  above-named 
Acts,  caused  forty-one  deaths. 

Measles— Although  this  is  not  one  of  the  diseases  specified, 
fourteen  deaths  occurred. 

Typhoid  Fever— During  the  year  forty-four  cases  were 
notified,  and  fourteen  deaths  occurred. 
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With  regard  to  Typhoid  Fever,  which  exists  in  our  Borough  in 
an  intermittent  form  all  the  year  round,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I 
said  in  my  report  last  year,  that  I  helieve  the  cause  to  be  the  old- 
fashioned  privy  and  ashpit  which  exists  so  extensively  in  our 
Borough,  and  which  arrangement  is  universally  condemned  by  all 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
the  chief  ground  of  condemnation  is  that  the  accumulation  of  filth 
close  to  the  back  doors  of  cottage  houses  must  be  and  is  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  the  people. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  old-fashioned  privies,  some 
of  these  have” been  converted  into  the  water  carriage  system  during 
the  year,  and  when  the  Sewerage  Scheme  of  the  Borough  is 
complete,’  the  Sanitary  Committee  will  be  in  a  position  to  go  more 
fully  into  this  question  and  deal  satisfactorily  with  it. 

Mr.  Oliver,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  sees  that  all  ashpits,  in 
connection  with’ property  where  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  notified  are 
emptied  at  once,  and  the  walls  and  all  surroundings  washed  with  the 


following  solution  : — 

R.  Hyd.  Biclilor . one  ounce. 

Acid.  Hydrochloric . one  ounce. 

Aniline  Blue . four  grains. 

Aquie . * . three  gallons. 


On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Typhoid  Fever,  a  pail  hermetically 
sealed,  is  supplied  to  each  house  to  receive  all  discharges  from  the 
patient,  and  the  following  special  instructions  are  left  at  each  house, 

viz. : — 


BOROUGH  OF  STALYBRIDGE.— HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


TYPHOID  FEVER  INSTRUCTIONS. 


1  A  person  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever  should,  if  possible, 
be  placed  in  a  separate  room,  and  all  unnecessary  furniture  and 
articles  must  be  removed. 

2.  The  room  must  be  thoroughly  ventilated  and  disinfectants 
freely  used. 

o  3 .  No  person  must  enter  the  room  except  those  attending  upon 
the  patient,  and  such  persons  must  keep  their  hands  thoroughly 
clean. 
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4.  All  discharges  from  the  patient  must  he  at  once  disinfected 
by  Chloride  of  Lime  being  freely  put  into  the  utensil  receiving  the 
discharge,  and  the  discharges,  whether  arising  from  vomiting  or 
otherwise,  must  be  fully  covered  over  with  the  Chloride  of  Lime. 

h 

5.  All  Bed-Clothes  aud  Body-Linen  taken  from  the  patient 
must,  before  removal  from  the  room,  be  forthwith  placed  in  a  tub 
or  vessel  containing  water  mixed  with  some  disinfectant. 

6.  Any  Food  left  by  the  patient  must  be  burned  at  once. 

7.  Disinfectants  and  all  necessary  assistance  to  carry  out  these 
instructions  will  be  given  free  of  charge  by  the  Corporation  Officials. 

8.  All  persons  failing  to  carry  out  the  above  requirements  are 
liable  to  heavy  and  serious  penalties. 

F.  J.  ROBERTS-DUDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Stalybridge. 


Infectious  deseases  included  in  the  Infectious  (Notification) 
.  Act,  1889,  notified  during  the  year  1900,  and  the  number  of  deaths 


from  same,  viz. : — 


Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Diphtheria . 

Membraneous  Croup 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 


Number  Number 
of  of 

Cases.  Deaths. 

20  5 

75  1 

1  0 

1  1 

44  14 

13  1 


154  22 


During  the  year  I  have  visited  my  district  with  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  on  many  occasions  we  have  been  accompanied  by 
the  Chairman  (Alderman  Simpson),  the  Vice-Chairman  (Dr.  Hancock), 
and  other  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


I  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  advise 
them  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Borough. 
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Sale  of  Food  ana  Drags  Act,  1875 — The  Acting  Chief 
Constable,  (Mr.  Bamforth),  forwavded  to  the  Borough  Analyst, 
(Mr.  J.  Carter  Bell),  the  following  articles  to  be  analysed,  year 
ending  1900  : — 

28  SAMPLES. 

6  Milk .  Pure. 

5  Butter  .  ,, 

1  Golden  Syrup .  ,, 

1  Pepper .  ,, 

1  Coffee  .  ,, 

1  Irish  Whisky .  ,, 

1  Vinegar  .  ,. 

1  Lard .  „ 

1  Cheese . ,, 

2  Margarine  .  ,, 

2  Jam . 

1  Sweets . ,, 


1  Beer  . . . . . 

1  Ale  . Contains  slight  traces  of  Arsenic. 

1  Ale . Contains  traces  of  Arsenic. 

1  Beer .  Pure. 

1  Beer .  ,, 


During  the  year  Sanitary  Improvements  have  been  carried  out 
at  the  following  properties,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  Department,  and  in  some  cases  executed  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  workmen  : — 


Property. 

“  Friendship  Inn,”  Melbourne  St... 

Canal  Street  . 

Aqueduct  Saw  Mills  . . 

“  Stakes  Inn,”  Bayley  Street  . 

“Friend  and  Pitcher,”  Caroline  St. 
“  Butcher's  Inn,”  Melbourne  St.... 
“Cottage  of  Content,”  Quarry  St. 
“  Hunter’s  Refuge,”  Chapel  Street. 
“  Bath  Hotel.”  Grosvenor  Street... 
Grosvenor  Street  &  Caroline  Street. 

Millwood  Terrace . 

Wakefield  Road . 

Back  Melbourne  Street . 

Robinson’s  Yard . 

Water  Street . 

Ditchcroft .  . 


Owner. 

Messrs.  Gartside  &  Co. 

Mr.  A  A.  Stowell. 

Messrs.  W.  Storrs,  Sons, 

&  Co.,  Ltd. 
Stancliffe  Brewery  Co. 
lAti&krn-i  do. 
do.  do. 

A.  C.  Buckley  and  others. 
Groves  &  Wbitnall,  Brewers. 
Messrs.  Threlfall,  Brewers. 
Annie  Mills  and 

J.  Leech  &  Sons. 
Betty  Turner. 

John  Tabbenor. 

Dan  Howard. 

Adam  Keefe. 

Ed.  Dain. 

Joseph  Clare. 
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In  addition  to  above,  plans  have  been  passed  by  the  Plans 
Committee,  and  in  some  cases  the  work  has  been  commenced  at  the 
following  premises : — 

“  Albion  Inn,”  Market  Street  . 

“  George  Hotel,”  Stamford  Street.. 

“Traveller’s  Call,”  Wakefield  Rd.. 

“  Yulcan  Inn,”  Canal  Street . 

“  Pine  Apple  Inn,”  Kenworthy  St. 

“  Q  Inn,”  Back  Grosvenor  Street... 

“  Union  Inn,”  Brierley  Street . 

“  Church  Inn,”  Wakefield  Road  ... 

High  Street . . . 

“  Knowl  Tavern,”  Knowl  Street.... 

Stalybridge, 

December  26th,  1900. 

Lodging  Houses — I  have  many  times  during  the  year  visited 
all  the  registered  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough,  and  in  April 
and  October  have  been  accompanied  by  the  Acting  Chief  Constable, 
(Mr.  Bamforth),  and  found  them  in  a  fairly  sanitary  condition. 

Water  Supply— The  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  is 
absolutely  pure,  and  abundant  in  quantity. 

Licensed  Houses — I  beg  to  give  the  following  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  Acting  Chief  Constable,  (Mr.  Bamforth),  to  the 
Licensing  Committee  of  the  Borough  Justices,  August  27th,  1900, 
viz. : — 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  received  from  the  Licensing 
Committee,  that  the  Chief  Constable  and  Sanitary  Inspector  were  to 
inquire  into  the  Structural  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Inns  and 
Beerhouses  within  the  Borough,  and  submit  a  report  on  the  same  to 
such  Committee,  those  instructions  were  carried  out,  and  a  Report 
was  submitted  to  the  Licensing  Committee  at  a  Meeting  held  on  the 
3rd  May  last. 

After  considering  such  report,  66  of  the  houses  were  passed  as 
being  in  satisfactory  condition  ;  34  were  referred  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  to  be  dealt  with  by  them,  and  17  were  visited  by  the 
Licensing  Committee  on  the  7th  and  14th  of  May  last,  and  several 
suggestions  were  made. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  caused  notices  to  be  served  on  the  34 
houses  referred  to,  pointing  out  what  was  objectionable  and 
recommending  certain  improvements. 


Mr.  J.  Heginbotham. 
Messrs.  Gartside  &  Co. 

Mr.  H.  Shaw. 

Exors.  J.  Hodgkinson. 
Messrs.  T.  Scholfield  &  Son. 
do. 
do. 

Wilson’s  Brewery  Ltd. 

John  Sideobttom 

J.  G.  Swailes  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
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Since  the  notices  were  served,  the  whole  of  the  suggestions  and 
recommendations  have  been  practically  carried  out  by  the  several 
Licensed  holders,  and  I  have  no  complaints  to  make. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Borough  during  the 
year,  I  beg  to  append  to  my  report  the  following  statement  furnished 
by  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  viz.  : — 

YEAR  1900. 

Number  of  general  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  ...  508 


Number  of  houses  fumigated  .  115 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken .  19 

Number  of  smoke  notices  served .  9 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected .  9 

Number  of  notices  served  on  owners .  2 


Owners  of  four  chimneys  have  been  summoned  for  dense  smoke. 

I  beg  to  give  a  return  of  the  number  of  ashpits  emptied  and 
loads  removed  during  1900,  viz. :  — 


January  . Ashpits  1731  Loads  8374 

February . .  1260  ,,  682 

March  .  „  1413  „  728 

April .  „  1519  „  755 

May .  „  1287  „  906^ 

June . .  1156  „  767 

July .  „  1631  „  8594 

August . ,,  1572  ,,  728 

September  . ,,  1745  ,,  703 

October .  ,,  1906  ,,  654 

November  . .  ,,  2314  ,,  740 

December .  ,,  1471  ,,  494J 


1900tf~  8855 
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The  following  are  the  Monthly  means  of  the  Meteorological  Observations  taken  at  Stalybridge 

during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1900. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 
For  the  Year  Ending  Decembbr  29th,  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

Membranous  Croup  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1  Typhus . 

Fevers  •  Enteric . 

j  Of  other,  or  doubtful  sorts 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery . 

Cholera  . . 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

Erysipelas  . 

Pyoemia  . 

Puerperal  Fever . . 

Phthisis  . . . 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy . . . 

Heart  Disease . 

Inquests  . 

Other  Diseases  not  classified  . 


5 

14 

1 

1 

41 

0 

14 

0 

23 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

46 

134 

32 

26 

303 


645 


Ages  at  which  Death  occurred. 

Under  1  year  of  age . 

Between  1  and  5  years  of  age . -  ■  • 

,,  5  and  15  ,, 

.,  15  and  25  ,,  . 

„  25  and  65  ,,  . 

,,  65  and  upwards  . 

645 


Deaths. 

Male 
Female 

645 


336 

309 


176 

82 

15 

29 

195 

148 


Births. 


365 

329 


Male 

Female 


694 
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Estimated  Population,  28,690. 


Annual  Deatli  Rate  for  every  thousand  persons  living,  for  the  year 

ending  December  29th,  1900  .  . . 

Corresponding  time  for  1899  . 

1898  . 

„  ,,  1897  . 

,  „  1896  . 

,  "  1895  . 

1891 . . . . 


221 

22- 3 
24-8 
21-4 
20  3 

23- 9 
18-4 


Deaths  in  Different  Wards. 


Under 

5  years 
of  age 

.  61  . 

Over 

5  years 
of  age 

.  71  . 

Total 
.  132 

.  81  . 

.  123  . 

.  204 

.  98  . 

.  102  . 

.  200 

.  15  . 

.  28  . 

.  43 

Workhouse  . 

.  2  . 

.  48  . 

.  50 

TP 

_  1 . 

_  0  . 

.  2  . 

.  2 

_ 

258 

387  . 

615 

I  beg  to  thank  your  Committee  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
I  have  at  all  times  received  at  your  hands,  and  have  the  honour  to 
remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  ROBERTS-DUDLEY, 

Enville  House,  Medical  Officer. 

Stalybridge, 

January,  1901. 
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TABLE  I. 

NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 


Year 

Populati’n 

estimated 

to 

Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Births 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

IN 

Number 

Rate* 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 
per  iooo 
Births 
registe’d 

Num  ber 

Rate* 

Institu¬ 

tions 

1890 

28380 

776 

27.3 

146 

188 

652 

22.9 

52 

1891 

26908 

794 

29.5 

125 

159 

636 

23.6 

36 

1892 

27123 

753 

27.7 

150 

199 

584 

21.5 

46 

1893 

27231 

736 

27.0 

165 

224 

682 

25.0 

54 

1894 

27583 

811 

29.4 

122 

150 

509 

18.4 

56 

1895 

27722 

761 

27.4 

188 

244 

665 

23.9 

43 

1896 

28044 

837 

29.8 

141 

168 

572 

20.3 

57 

1897 

28295 

812 

28.6 

150 

184 

606 

21.4 

45 

1898 

28429 

771 

27.1 

185 

239 

707 

24-8 

70 

1899 

28575 

743 

26.0 

179 

240 

638 

22.3 

41 

Averag’s 
for  years 
1890—99 

27829 

779 

27.9 

155 

199 

625 

22.4 

50 

1900 

28690 

694 

24.1 

1 

176 

253 

645 

22.4 

66 

‘Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


At  Census 
of  1891. 

Total  population  at  all  ages .  26,771 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  5,775 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . .  4.6 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 


water 


3,137 


NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 
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TABLE  III. 

OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 
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TABLE  IV.  NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1900. 
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